A24 www.kelownacapnews.com

NEWS

Friday, June 17,2011 Capital News

VvV BE WATER WISE

Check your irrigation systems for potential water savings

NEAL KILASSEN

CONTRIBUTOR

any homeown-
ers believe an
automatic (or

in-ground) irrigation sys-
tem is the most efficient
way to water.

In theory this is true;
but, in practice, it’s often
not the case.

A badly designed, or
poorly maintained, sys-
tem can waste a lot of wa-
ter.

The fact is, 24 per
cent of Okanagan water is
used by residents on their
lawns and gardens.

Outdoor watering is
where we can have the
biggest impact on our wa-

ter consumption.

Irrigation experts es-
timate homeowners can
reduce outdoor watering
needs by 25 per cent just
by keeping up with irriga-
tion system maintenance
and setting the timer prop-
erly.

If you’re on consump-
tion-based billing, this
could also mean savings
to your wallet!

So, how do you know

if your system is operat-
ing efficiently?

The first step is to do
a basic walk- through of
your system.

Turn on each zone
for three to four minutes
and look for these specif-
ic things:

Where You Wa-
ter—make sure sprin-
klers heads are not water-
ing your driveway or side-
walk, but watering where

Be water wise...

We are proud to be part of a progressive water use
community. Visit the City's Water Smart website
and/or okwaterwise.ca for water saving tips and
information on the latest irrigation initiatives.

Your Irrigation Efficiency Partner

info@waterkind.ca
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itis intended, on vegeta-
tion.

Broken Sprinkler
Heads—sprinkler heads

are susceptible to damage,

and since most people run
their systems while they
sleep, broken heads of-
ten go unnoticed. Inspect
your system and replace
broken sprinkler heads.
Distribution Unifor-
mity—a perfect irriga-

tion system would de-
liver water evenly across
your landscape. But wind,
slopes, mismatched sprin-
kler heads and pressure
changes can make some
areas too wet and other ar-
eas too dry. If you have

a persistent brown spot

on your lawn, it could

be the result of poor wa-
ter distribution. The solu-
tion is to fix the system in

that zone, not increase the
amount that you water.
Mixed Sprinkler
Heads—rotating spray
heads move in an arc.
Fixed spray heads do not
move. Obviously, a fixed
head will deliver more
water in one spot over
time than a rotating head.
Ensure that you do not
have rotating and fixed
heads watering the same

zone.
Landscape Changes—
inefficiencies can occur
when changes are made
to landscapes over time,
without also making ad-
justments to the irrigation
system. As a result, there
may be areas where some
sprinkler heads could be
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CENTRAL OKANAGAN Regional District parks operator Soren Toft inspects the regional district’s sprinkler
heads to ensure water efficiency.
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New director hired for Okanagan Sustainability Institute

Keith Culver has been
named director of the
Okanagan  Sustainabili-
ty Institute effective July
1, concurrent with his ap-
pointment to the Facul-
ty of Education at UBC
Okanagan.

Culver comes to UBC
from the UniverSud Par-
is consortium of univer-
sities in France, where he
held the Econoving Inter-
national Chair in Generat-
ing Eco-Innovation.

Hedevelopedmaster’s,
doctoral and postdoctoral
programs at UniverSud in
sustainable development,
leading a multi-university,
interdisciplinary research

Keith Culver

program focused on envi-
ronmentally high-perfor-
mance cities and rural ar-
eas of the future.

“The UBC Okana-
gan campus is a leader in
sustainability  initiatives
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Cut back on Irrigation
sprinkler water waste

CHECK FROM A24

replaced with a drip sys-
tem or even eliminated
entirely.

Next, look at your
timer.

Timing should be ad-
justed to the microcli-
mates of your yard: shady
areas need less water,
moss and excessive thatch
are signs of over-water-
ing.
A good rule of thumb
is 20 minutes maximum
per zone. In most cas-
es, any more than that
and the water is simply
wasted since it has al-
ready reached the roots.
Also, water between 10
p.m. and 6 a.m. to prevent
evaporation.

People often ask if
they should water every
other day, every third day,
or on some other sched-
ule.

The reality is you
should water only when
your lawn needs it, and
that can change depend-
ing on where you live in
the Okanagan, the unique
characteristics of your
yard, and the season.

Consult with a land-
scaping or irrigation pro-
fessional for assistance,
and to check your system
periodically to ensure it is
operating at maximum ef-
ficiency.

Visit the Irrigation In-
dustry Association of
B.C. website for tips
on choosing an irrigation
contractor and a listing of
certified professionals in
your area (Www.irriga-
tionbc.com/Resources/
Selecting-A-Contractor).

Finally, consider
changing some of your
lawn to drought-toler-

ant turf or removing some
lawn in exchange for low-
water, xeriscape plants.

Check out City of Kel-
owna’s Water Smart page
at www.kelowna.ca/wa-
tersmart for more infor-
mation on irrigation sys-
tem efficiency.

For more on Oka-
nagan WaterWise, visit
www.okwaterwise.ca.

This Okanagan
WaterWise series is an
initiative of the Okanagan
Basin Water Board. Neal
Klassen is the WaterSmart
coordinator for the City of
Kelowna.
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and innovation. Keith’s
knowledge and expertise
will help us to build on
an already strong founda-
tion,” said Doug Owram,
deputy vice-chancel-
lor and principal of UBC
Okanagan.

“The OSI is a wonder-
ful opportunity to help fo-
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Optimum

Limit 4 After limit 2.49

FRUCTIS HAIR CARE PRODUCTS
Selected Types & Sizes
Limit 4. After limit 3.49

COCA-COLA or PEPSI BEVERAGES 12's
Selected Types or 5.49 case. Limit 4
+ Deposit & Enviro Levy Where Applicable

LAY'S CHIPS 220g Selected Flavours

cus the existing research
and teaching excellence
of UBC to benefit sustain-
ability in the Okanagan,
and to accelerate UBC’s
generation of world-lead-
ing sustainability re-
search,’ added Culver.
“UBC has the resourc-
es and reach of a glob-

al university. At the same
time, the Okanagan cam-
pus can be nimble and re-
sponsive in interaction
with communities and
ecosystems up and down
the valley.”

Culver grew up in the
Okanagan and is coming
home after two decades

of working in a variety of
roles including research
and development collab-
orations with major inter-
national firms in the en-
ergy, transport, and con-
struction sectors.
“Something I've
learned is there is no one
right way to sustainabili-
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THE MORE
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MORE YOU

ty, and no single place to
stand and push for sustain-
ability,” he said. “We need
the active participation of
all levels of government.
First Nations must be key
partners in any effective
change. Business also has
a role, as do non-govern-
mental organizations.”
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