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Using rain as a resource
and keeping 1t clean
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s the Okanagan’s
rainy season ap-
proaches, it’s a

good time to talk storm-
water.

Ever wonder what
happens to water once it
gurgles down the storm
drain in front of your
house?

Many people, espe-
cially those growing up
before the days of yellow
fish painted beside storm
sewers, probably never
gave it much thought.

In fact, that storm
drain was, and still is for
some, a handy method of
getting rid of water used
to wash off driveways,
cars, paintbrushes and
more.

And what about all
that oily rainwater flow-
ing down the road and
into the storm drain?

Surely, all this run-off
must go to the treatment
plant right?

Actually, no. Water
and everything else that
enters municipal storm
drains in the Okanag-
an, flows directly into our
creeks and lakes—with-
out treatment.

Of course, these
creeks and lakes are also
home to local fish and
other aquatic creatures,
provide water for wild-
life and drinking water for
many residents.

Pollutants in storm-
water can hurt water qual-
ity and result in health
risks to humans and wild-
life.

In a number of Oka-
nagan communities, lo-
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cal governments and resi-
dents are working togeth-
er to ensure the water that
enters the storm sewers,
and ultimately our creeks
and lakes, is as clean as
possible.

Municipal govern-
ment efforts include pro-
jects for rain collection,
removing pollutants and
preventing slope-failure
which can result in the
silting of our water.

A number of com-
munities are building
bioswales and restoring
wetlands, which clean
stormwater by naturally
filtering the water through
vegetation.

And vegetation is also
being planted to stabilize
slopes.

For example, the Dis-
trict of Coldstream has
taken some initial steps in
stormwater treatment by
building a bioswale and
planting riparian plants at
Creekside Park.

Many residents are
also doing their part to
keep our stormwater
clean.

Here are a few ideas:

* Install rain barrels,
down spout flash guards
or rain chains to direct
and collect rainwater for
re-use in your garden.

 Paver stones, used in
the construction of walk-
ways and driveways, al-
low rainwater to sink into
the spaces between stones

and into the ground. On
an asphalt driveway, an
asphalt berm, known as
a waterbar (like a little
speed bump) can be add-
ed to slow and spread
run-off to vegetated or
mulched (wood or grav-
el) areas.

* If you need to wash
your vehicle, doitata
car wash that recycles its
water and treats it before
returning it to the environ-
ment. If you must give
your vehicle a quick wash
athome, do it on the lawn.
The lawn will act as a nat-
ural filter that removes
many of the chemicals be-
fore the water makes its
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FRANZ, PETRA AND SARAH WOHLGEMUTH help plant the new bioswale at Creekside Park in Coldstream
as part of River’s Day celebrations. The bioswale is designed to catch and divert storm water, and naturally filter it be-
fore it runs into Coldstream Creek.

way back to our streams
and lakes.

* Dispose of hazard-
ous materials at appropri-
ate disposal locations. For
more information, check
out the waste reduc-
tion department of your
regional district:

* Remove pet waste
from your property to pre-

vent it from washing into
the nearest storm drain.
For more ideas around
your home, check out
the OBWB’s new “Slow
it. Spread it. Sink it! An
Okanagan Homeowner’s
Guide to Using Rain as a
Resource.”
The guide is available
online, at www.okwater-
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LOCAL COLDSTREAM residents celebrated Rivers Day, last month, by planting
riparian vegetation to help create the Kidston bioswale—an effort to control storm-
water and filter it before it enters local Coldstream Creek.

wise.ca. “Slow It. Spread It. Sink

1t!”” Committee For more

Trina Kochis amem-  on Okanagan Water-
ber of the Okanag- Wise, visit www.okwater-
an Basin Water Board’s wise.ca.
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LUXURY SHORT GETAWAYS

www.sunfuntours.ca

(learwater Resort - 4 Days * Nov. 14* from $325
Tulalip - 4 Days » Nov 6* 349
Tulalip -3 &4 Day Tours * 2012 Dates Now Avaiable...... Prices Coming Soon
Silver Reef - 3 Days  Nov. 28 214
Tulalip & Silver Reef - 4 Days Nov. 6* 349
Goeur D'Algne - 4 Days o Nov. 8. New package includes $54 in Meal Credits &
$20 Casino Play $249
Vancouver Ganucks - 2 Days  Mar. 17 Columbus Apr. 7 Edmonton 234
NEVADA ADVENTURES
Reno - 8 Days ¢ Nov.5* from $345
Las Vegas - 10 Days  Nov. 3* 5749
Bransonfest in Mesquite - 10 Days @ Feb.2 .......ocmmvssmmrssnsn 844
Palm Springs & Las Vegas -13 Days * Mar 2, Incl. $100 Early Booker ..., *1599
CHRISTMAS & HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS

Victorian Christmas in Puyallup - 4 Days ® DEC. 1......ocovommsssine %439
Lake Chelan & Leavenworth Light Up  Dec. 2* &7 -

new date just added......nmrnrs 199
Silver Reef Holiday Lights & Shopping - 4 Days ¢ Dec. 6., 319

Silver Reef Holiday Lights & Shopping - 3 Days ¢ Dec. 14...........vne 249
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